DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAVANNAH DISTRICT
100 W. OGLETHORPE AVENUE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-360

07 JUNE 2023

Regulatory Division
SAS-2018-00158

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

PROPOSAL TO REISSUE REGIONAL GENERAL PERMITS
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, AND 35
Authorizing Local, State, and Federal
Government Funded Transportation Projects
within the State of Georgia

The Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), proposes to reissue
Regional General Permits (RP) 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 (copy of draft permits
attached) for a period of five (5) years, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(33 U.S.C. 1344), and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C.
403), to authorize impacts to waters of the United States associated with the
construction of transportation projects within the State of Georgia.

Scope: RPs are a type of General Permit, which may be issued by the District
Commander to authorize activities which are substantially similar in nature and cause
only minimal individual and cumulative environmental impacts (33 C.F.R. Parts 322.2(f),
325.2(e), and 330). The scope of the RPs would include only those activities
considered to be minor in nature and that would result in minimal individual and
cumulative environmental impacts.

Purpose: Reissuance of the RPs would continue to consolidate the review and
permitting of transportation projects that are currently authorized by Nationwide Permits
(NWP) 3(a), 3(b), 14, 23, 25, 33, and Individual Permits (IP); and previous RP 1 and
RP 96. The consolidation of NWPs, IPs, and previous RPs under one set of RPs would
continue to provide a more consistent and predictable process for the regulated
transportation agencies, as well as for the state and federal agencies that review
applications for transportation projects. Reissuance of the RPs would also continue to
provide a uniform set of general and special permit conditions that are applicable to
transportation projects.

Description of Activities Proposed for Authorization: The proposed reissuance of the
RPs would continue to authorize the maintenance, repair, replacement, improvement,
and widening of existing roads, and the construction of new roads, bridges, culverts,
and associated structures. See the enclosed draft of the RPs for a complete description
of activities proposed for authorization and proposed terms and conditions for use of the
RPs.




STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: This notification requests that the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, certify these RPs at the end of
30 days in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. This
certification is required for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the
waters of the State of Georgia. A draft of RPs are enclosed with this Joint Public Notice
and there are no additional supporting documents at this time. Any person who desires
to comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to State Water Quality
Certification must do so within 30 days of the date of this notice and state the reasons
or basis of objections or request for a hearing. Comments, objections, or requests for a
public hearing should be sent to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division, Water Protection Branch, 7 Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive, Suite 450, Atlanta, Georgia 30334.

State-owned Property and Resources: Persons intending to perform work under
authority of the RPs may also require assent from the State of Georgia, which may be in
the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or other appropriate instrument.

Georgia Coastal Management Program: Prior to the Corps making a final decision
on the reissuance of the RPs, they must be certified by the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division, to be consistent with applicable
provisions of the State of Georgia Coastal Management Program (15 C.F.R. § 930).
Anyone wishing to comment on Coastal Management Program certification of these
RPs should submit comments in writing within 30 days of the date of this notice to the
Federal Consistency Coordinator, Ecological Services Section, Coastal Resources
Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, One Conservation Way,
Brunswick, Georgia 31523-8600 (Telephone 912-264-7218).

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of transportation
projects that would be authorized by these RPs, prior to a decision on issuing the RPs.

Cultural Resources Assessment: Transportation projects that qualify for authorization
under the terms and conditions of the RPs would be subject to Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). For any transportation project that may
affect a cultural resource that is potentially eligible for inclusion, listed as eligible for
inclusion, or registered in the National Register of Historic Places, the lead federal
agency (i.e., Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for federal funded projects, and
the Corps for state and local government funded projects) would conduct consultation
pursuant to the NHPA, prior a such a project being verified by the Corps to be
authorized by the RPs.




Endangered Species: Transportation projects that qualify for authorization under the
terms and conditions of the RPs would be subject to Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). For any
transportation project that may affect federally listed threatened or endangered species,
or listed critical habitat, the lead federal agency (i.e., FHWA for federal funded projects,
and the Corps for state and local government funded projects) would conduct
consultation pursuant to the ESA, prior to a project being verified by the Corps to be
authorized by the RPs.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to reissue the RPs will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative impacts, of the transportation
projects that would likely be authorized by the RPs. That decision will reflect the
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit
which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands,
historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use,
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation,
water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, property
ownership and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of the RPs. Any
comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether to reissue the
RPs. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for
a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider the proposed
reissuance of the RPs. Requests for public hearings shall state, with particularity, the
reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold a public hearing
is at the discretion of the District Commander, or his designated appointee, based on
the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the proposed
permit.




Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed reissuance of the
RPs should submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Regulatory Division, 100 West Oglethorpe
Avenue, Savannah, Georgia 31401, no later than 30 days from the date of this notice.
Please refer to the Reissuance of Transportation Regional Permits and File Number
SAS-2018-00158 in your comments. Mr. Brian Moore is the Project Manager for these
RPs. His telephone number in the District Office is (912) 652-5349.

Enclosure

1. Draft Revised Transportation Project Regional Permits, with Appendices
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Anadromous Fish Waters in Georgia

1. Savannah River from the Atlantic Ocean to the Augusta Diversion Dam, including
portions of Ebenezer (GA 119) and Brier (GA 121/US 25) Creeks. Anadromous fish
restoration is in progress on the Savannah River and the limit of anadromous fish
waters may be extended to include Stevens Creek and the Savannah River to
Thurmond Dam. Currently there is limited upstream passage through the lock
chamber at New Savannah Bluff Lock and Dam.

2. Ogeechee River from Ossabaw Sound to the GA 402/I-20/Carl Sanders Hwy Bridge,
including portions of Black (GA 404/US 16/Jim Gillis Historic Savannah Pkwy), Mill (GA
24), Ogeechee (GA 17/Scarboro Hwy), Horse (GA 21/Millen Hwy), Williamson Swamp
(GA 4-BUS/US 1-BUS/S Main St.) and Rocky Comfort (GA 88/Ferns Bridge Rd.)
Creeks.

3. Canoochee River from its confluence with the Ogeechee River and its upper
branches, including Lotts (GA 73/US 25/US 301) and Little Lotts (GA 46) Creeks above
the 1-16 Bridge.

4. Altamaha River from the Atlantic Ocean to its confluence with the Oconee and
Ocmulgee Rivers, including portions of Doctor (GA57), Penholoway (GA 27/US
25/US 341/Golden Isles Pkwy), Beards (GA 196/Baxter-Durrence Rd.; Halls Bridge),
Ten Mile (Ten Mile Rd.) and Cobb (GA 147; Perrys Mill Bridge) Creeks.

5. Ohoopee River from its confluence with the Altamaha River to the GA 31/US
319/Carter Rd. bridge near Wrightsville, including portions of Rocky (GA 178/Sid
Newton Rd.) and Pendleton (GA 86/Earl Kemp Rd.) Creeks, and Little Ohoopee River
to the GA 78/US 319/EIm St. Bridge.

6. Oconee River from its confluence with the Altamaha River to the Lake Sinclair
Dam, including portions of Turkey (GA 31/US 319/US 441; Claxton Memorial
Bridge), Big Sandy (GA 112/Nickelsville Toomsboro Rd.), Commissioner (GA
112/Main St.) and Buffalo (GA 24/W Church St.) Creeks.

7. Ocmulgee River from its confluence with the Altamaha and Oconee rivers to the
East Juliette hydropower dam, including portions of Horse (GA 117), House (GA 11/US
129/Bowens Mill Hwy), Cedar (GA 11/US 129), Bluff (GA 11/US 129/Abbeville Hwy),
Big (GA 11/GA 112/US 129/Abbeville Hwy), Big Indian (GA 247/US 129), Echeconnee
(GA 11/Houston Rd.) and Tobesofkee (GA 11/GA 49/GA 247/US 41/US 129) Creeks.
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8. Little Ocmulgee River from its confluence with the Ocmulgee River to the dam at
Little Ocmulgee Lake in McRae, including portions of Alligator Creek (CR 197/GA
134).

9. Satilla River from St. Andrew Sound to the GA 158/0Ild Coffee Rd. Bridge west of
Douglas, including portions the Alabaha River (GA 38/US 84) and Buffalo (GA 23/US
301), Big Satilla (GA 15/GA 121/Blackshear Hwy SE), Little Satilla (Nine Run Rd.),
Colemans (Stanfield Rd.), and Pudding (Old Douglas Rd.) Creeks.

10. Little Satilla River from Jekyll Sound to the GA 25/US 17/0Ocean Hwy bridge.

11. St. Marys River from the Atlantic Ocean to near the Florida/Georgia border at
the CR 2/GA 94/Moniac Rd. Bridge.

12. Chattahoochee River from Lake Seminole to George W. Andrews Lock and Dam.

13. Flint River from Lake Seminole to the Flint River Dam.
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EXAMPLE DIAGRAMS
PROPER CULVERT INSTALLATION
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LIMITS OF TIDAL WATERS IN GEORGIA
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Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Requirements and Notification Procedures
Regional Permits 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35

State of Georgia Buffer Requirements. Regional Permit (RP) authorized projects may require a
variance from the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) prior to conducting land
disturbing activities or placement of materials within the State-mandated buffer (O.C.G.A. 12-7-
6(b)(15) of The Erosion and Sedimentation Act of 1975). Please visit Georgia EPD’s website
(http://www.gaepd.org/), or contact Georgia EPD at (404) 675-6240 or (912) 264-7284 (Coastal
District), for further guidance on buffer determinations and variances. If Georgia EPD or the
appropriate Local Issuing Authority (LIA) has determined that a buffer variance is required for a
project, provide the Georgia EPD assigned buffer variance application file number with your
notification to Georgia EPD. If Georgia EPD or the appropriate LIA has determined that a buffer
variance is not required for the project, submit the determination letter or record of
correspondence received from the Georgia EPD or LIA with your notification to Georgia EPD.

Notification Requirements. For uses of RPs requiring submission of a Pre-Construction
Notification (PCN) to the Savannah District prior to commencing work in waters of the United
States (US), a copy of the PCN with project plans must also be submitted to the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Environmental Protection Division (EPD) and, where
applicable, to the Georgia DNR, Coastal Resources Division (CRD). For RP authorized projects
that do not require submission of a PCN to the Savannah District, a completed copy of the
attached “Georgia Department of Natural Resources Notification Form” must be submitted to
Georgia EPD and, where applicable, to Georgia CRD, prior to commencing work.

Georgia DNR, Environmental Protection Division. For projects located in Georgia EPD’s 24-
County Coastal District (Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley, Bryan, Bulloch, Camden, Candler,
Charlton, Chatham, Clinch, Coffee, Effingham, Evans, Glynn, Jeff Davis, Liberty, Long,
Mclintosh, Pierce, Tattnall, Toombs, Ware and Wayne County), send PCNs and project plans or
Notification Forms to: Georgia DNR Environmental Protection Division, Coastal District,
Attention: Wetland Management Unit, 400 Commerce Center Drive, Brunswick, GA 31523-
8251, Phone: (912) 261-3924, Fax: (912) 262-3160.

For projects in all other counties, send PCNs and project plans or Notification Forms to:
Georgia DNR Environmental Protection Division, Attention: Wetland Management Unit

4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, GA 30354-3902, Phone: (404) 675-1752 Fax:
(404) 675-6244.

Georgia DNR, Coastal Resources Division. For projects located in the 11-County Coastal Area
(Bryan, Brantley, Camden, Charlton, Chatham, Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIntosh and
Wayne Counties), send PCNs and project plans or Notification Forms to: Georgia DNR Coastal
Resources Division, Attention: Habitat Management Program Manager, One Conservation Way,
Brunswick, Georgia 31520-8686, Phone: (912) 264-7218, Fax: (912) 262-3131.
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NOTIFICATION FORM
FOR USE OF REGIONAL PERMITS 30 AND 31 IN GEORGIA THAT DO NOT REQUIRE
PRE-CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION TO THE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

This form must be completed and mailed, faxed or hand-delivered to the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources (“GDNR”) Environmental Protection Division prior to starting construction under
a Regional Permit. For projects occurring in Bryan, Brantley, Camden, Charlton, Chatham,
Effingham, Glynn, Liberty, Long, Mcintosh or Wayne counties, this form must also be mailed, faxed
or hand-delivered to the GDNR Coastal Resources Division prior to starting construction under a
Regional Permit. The Coastal Resources Division will contact you within 10 business days to inform
you whether coastal permits or permissions are required. Issuance of any required coastal permits
for work in tidally-influenced marshes or water bottoms will take longer, so you are urged to submit
this form early in the planning stages of your project. Do not begin work until you receive
confirmation that no coastal permit is required or you are issued a coastal permit.

USE OF REGIONAL PERMIT NUMBER(s)

APPLICANT/OWNER Date

Phone (hm/bus) FAX E-Mail

Address City State Zip Code
AGENT/CONSULTANT

Phone (hm/bus) E-Mail

Address City State Zip Code

PROJECT LOCATION/ADDRESS:

City County Subdivision Lot
Latitude/Longitude (if known): Project Impacts (ft?) (acres)
Stream Impacts (LF) Wetland Impacts (acres)

Type of Wetland: [ ] freshwater [ ] tidal marsh or saltwater [ ] unknown

Nearest Named Stream, River or Other Waterbody:

This activity may require a variance from Georgia EPD prior to conducting land disturbance activities
or placing materials within the State-mandated buffer [see O.C.G.A. § 12-7-6(b)(15-16) of “The Erosion
and Sedimentation Act of 1975,” and visit www.gaepd.org for more information]. Has Georgia EPD or
the appropriate Local Issuing Authority (LIA) determined whether or not a buffer variance is
required? Yes No

If Georgia EPD or the appropriate LIA has determined that a buffer variance is NOT required for this
project, please attach a determination letter or record of correspondence from Georgia EPD or the
LIA to this form. If a buffer variance is required, please provide the buffer variance application
number:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION. The questions below concern regulations, terms, and/or special
conditions (SC) that may be applicable to a project proposed for authorization by these RPs. For each
YES answer, the PCN must include information necessary to document that applicable regulations,
terms, and/or SCs will be met.

1. Is the project funded by local, state or federal government? (SC 1) Yes No
2. Does the project involve construction of a bridge over navigable waters? (SC 7) Yes No
3. Does the project require 408 authorization? (SC 10) Yes No
4. Will the project impact anadromous fish waters? (SC 11) Yes No
5. Is the project located in a designated floodplain or floodway? (SC 12) Yes No
6. Is a Georgia Stream Buffer Variance required for the project? (SC 14) Yes No
7. Does the project involve construction or replacement of a culvert? (SC 16) Yes No
8. Is compensatory mitigation required for the project? (SC 18) Yes No
9. Are federally protected species present in the project area? (SC 19) Yes No
10. Has the Corps or FHWA made a Section 7 affect determination? Yes No
11. Are cultural resources located in or near the project area? (SC 20) Yes No
12. Has the Corps or FHWA made a Section 106 affect determination? Yes No
13. Is the project located in tidal wetlands? (SC V1) Yes No
14. Has a copy of the PCN been submitted to the Georgia CRD? (SC VII) Yes No
15. Has a copy of the PCN been submitted to the Georgia EPD? (SC VII) Yes No
16. Will EFH be impacted by the project? (Magnuson Stephenson Act) Yes No

17. Have proposed project related impacts to aquatic resources been
avoided to the maximum extent practicable? (Section 404(b)(1)) Yes No

IMPORTANT NOTES: All maps and drawings that are attached to this PCN must be submitted on 8 %2 X 11-
inch paper. Supplemental maps and drawings larger than 8 %2 X 11 may also be submitted for clarity.
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